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ASBESTOS STEERING COMMITTEE 

Question without Notice 79 — Supplementary Information 
MR T.R. BUSWELL (Vasse — Minister for Housing and Works) [2.58 pm]: Pursuant to standing order 82A, 
I have some additional background information to the question asked of me at the beginning of question time 
today by the Leader of the Opposition. 

Mr M. McGowan: You should have done it an hour ago. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: You did not even ask the question an hour ago. 

The SPEAKER: Order, members! This is not an opportunity for debate; it is an opportunity for further 
information to be provided. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: The question was about the Asbestos Steering Committee. I advise the house of the 
background of the Asbestos Steering Committee. As I understand it, in 2004 the then Minister for Housing and 
Works requested that all government agencies establish an asbestos register and management plans by December 
2005. The advice I have received is that that goal was not achieved and that, as a result, in 2007 the Asbestos 
Steering Committee was set up for the specific purpose of developing a whole-of-government approach to 
asbestos management. That is the advice I have. I have also been advised that the committee has recently handed 
its final report to Building Management and Works —  

Mrs M.H. Roberts: That was over a year ago.  

Ms M.M. Quirk interjected.  

The SPEAKER: Member for Girrawheen, you have been fairly consistent today. I like consistency but I am 
formally going to call you for the first time. Can I remind members that this is not an opportunity for any sort of 
debate.  

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: That report has yet to be provided by the agency to me. BMW is considering the report, 
and, once it has further advice on its content and implementation, it will provide me with recommendations 
around that. I can inform the house that the report has recommended that individual agencies continue to have 
primary responsibility to manage asbestos risk, working with technical experts both in BMW and WorkSafe to 
develop individual asbestos management plans. It was never intended that the steering committee’s work would 
be ongoing. The committee can now be disbanded as it has reported. Ongoing responsibility for the oversight of 
asbestos removal will rest with BMW working with WorkSafe.  
 


